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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: VORSTER REJECTS CALL FOR COLORED REFERENDUM ON NEW 
CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 

REF: CAPE TOWN 1371 

SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER JOHN VORSTER HAS, EXPECTEDLY. 
REJECTED CALL BY "COLORED" LABOR PARTY THAT ELECTION BE 
HELD IN COLORED COMMUNITY ON NOVEMBER 30 TO SERVE AS 
REFERENDUM ON PROPOSED NEW CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES. 

END SUMMARY 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED THAT LABOR PARTY INTENDED TO 
INTRODUCE MOTION IN CRC ASKING STATE PRESIDENT TO 
DISSOLVE CRC AND HOLD NEW ELECTION ON NOVEMBER 30 TO 
COINCIDE WITH ELECTION OF NEW WHITE PARLIAMENT. LABOR 
PARTY LEADER SONNY LEON MADE CLEAR THAT PURPOSE OF ELEC- 
TION WOULD BE TO SERVE AS REFERENDUM ON SAG'S PROPOSED 
CON STITUION AL CHANGES. CRC SUBSEQUENTLY PASSED MOTION 
BY NARROW MARGIN WITH FEDERAL PARTY AND MOST INDE- 
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PENDENTS VOTING AGAINST. LEON FOLLOWED UP ON SEPT. 

27 WITH TELEGRAM TO PRIME MINISTER VORSTER ASKING 
THAT HE APPROVE NEW CRC ELECTION. 

2. IN A LETTER TO LEON WHICH WAS READ IN CRC ON 
OCT. 3. VORSTER REJECTED CALL FOR NEW CRC ELEC- 
TIONS CITING, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, FOLLOWING REASONS: 
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(A) LEON AND LABOR PARTY HAD REPEATEDLY REJECTED CRC 
AS PRESENTLY CONSTITUTED, (B) THERE WAS NOT SUFFICIENT 
TIME TO SET ELECTORAL MACHINERY IN MOTION AND HAVE 
BALLOTS PRINTED BY NOVEMBER 30, (C) IF ELECTIONS WERE 
TO BE CALLED ON BASIS OF FULLY ELECTED CRC (PRESENT CRC 
IS 2/3 ELECTED, 1/3 APPOINTED) LAW WOULD HAVE TO BE 
AMENDED BY PARLIAMENT AND NEW DELIMITATIONS MADE. 

3. ACCORDING PRESS REPORTS, LEON TERMED VORSTER’S 
REJECTION "AUTOCRATIC" BUT "PREDICTABLE." HE SAID IT 

WAS CLEAR SAG "WAS SCARED" TO ALLOW COLOREDS TO EXPRESS 
THEIR OPINION ON NEW PROPOSALS AND ASSERTED THAT IF 
COLORED AND INDIAN ELECTIONS WERE TO BE HELD, COMBINATION 
OF OPPOSITION WHITE VOTES PLUS ANTI-SAG COLORED AND INDIAN 
VOTES WOULD RESULT IN ANTI-SAG MAJORITY WHICH WOULD BE 
"EMBARRASSING" TO THE SAG. 

4. AS REPORTED PREVIOUSLY, SAG AGREEMENT TO COLORED ELEC- 
TIONS AT THIS TIME WAS HIGHLY UNLIKELY SINCE MOST LIKELY 
RESULT WOULD BE ENHANCED LABOR PARTY AND HENCE ANTI- 
SAG MAJORITY. SAG IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW PROPOSALS NEXT 
YEAR WILL BE MUCH EASIER WITH INCUMBENT CRC IN WHICH 
LABOR PARTY REQUIRES VOTES OF TWO OR THREE INDEPENDENTS 
TO BE ABLE TO SCRAPE TOGETHER A BARE MAJORITY .WILLIAMS 
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